Chronic pancreatitis.
As in previous reviews in this journal, this review is focused on the most important new observations in chronic pancreatitis made in the past year and the beginning of this year. Important observations include the following: first, the natural history and course of chronic pancreatitis; second, that smoking enhances the risk of chronic pancreatitis; third, possible new function tests in combination with imaging procedures; fourth, the superiority of surgery compared with endotherapy for long-term pain relief; fifth, new insights in autoimmune pancreatitis. All in all, little progress has recently been made in the field of diagnosis and therapy of chronic pancreatitis. There are some studies in the field of endotherapy and autoimmune pancreatitis that are promising however.